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_ A Sermon Peached 


muſt contribute to a Compleat ſtate of 
Happineſs in this Worl , namely, 
H, ts and» Rithes, and Holler; and 
Pleaſure, and Peace L And aſlerts con- 
cerning them; that,.they are the proper 
effects of that wildome. which conliſt's 
in being Religious, 

"This he exprefles by; way of Allegory, 
repreſenting, Waldom (as/ is uſual for 
F- Virtues) 1n the ſhape of a Wo- 


man, or Queen, with her Armes extend- 


ed, in the Poſture of Directing and Re- 
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for-thoſe;other things, which the Cie- 
1 _. nerality of Men do'ſo much covet and: 
; labour after, Jealth, and Reputation ; 
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theſe likewiſe are at. her Diſpoſal, and 
muſt proceed from her Gift, And in her: 
left hand Riches and Honor, And, as 
for the Cheerfulneſs. of our Conditions, 
he affirms, thatthe trueſt Pleaſure muſt 
be foundin thoſe wayes that are directed: 
by Her ; Her wayes are wayes of Pleaſant- 
neſs. And becauſe there are ſeveral 
things, which have ſome preſent delighe 
in them ,. ſeeming to drop as the Hony- ?wns; 5: 
Combe, and to be ſmoother x 5a Oyle; And 
yet upon tryal, do prove in the iſſue, 
bitter as Wormwood, and ſharpe as a t\f0- 
edged Sword ; therefore: tis added , that 
her wayes are not only pleaſant , but 
_ they are likewiſe Safe: and Quiet :. 4. 
her Paths are Peace. {ee 
| _- » That theſe things are: the effects: of 
Religion, 1Shere only affirmed, whuch, to. 


them 
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them who believe the Authartyot Scrt, 
pture; 1s evidence ſufficient : 'But,rt were 
eaſie to prove this, concerning each of 
chem, by all other kinds of evidence, of 
which ſuch matcers are capable. 
[ purpoſe at this time to Treat only 
concerning the Third of them, namely 
Honor 3 as being the moſt proper Sub- 
je&tforthis Preſence and Auditory. And 
that this can only be attain'd by Keligjon 
and Vitue, I doubt not but to prove, 
with ſo much ftrength and perſpicuty 
as {hall be ſufficient to convince any one, 
who will but attend and conſider. 
In orderto this , I ſhall: firſt endea- 
vour to ſtate the true Nature of : Honor, 
and to ſhew wherein the moſt proper no. 


tion of ir doth confiſt; |" Tis anequivocal 


word, and is capable of various ſences. 

Firſt, Sometimes 'tis uſed. to denote. 
worthy and <creditable Parentage ; the þe- 
ingderived from ſuch Anceſtors as have 


been 
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beenfamous in their Generation for ſome 
eminent. Virtue or Exploit : Wherein 
there 15 this: benefit ;; that 'a Man hath 
great Examples in his own Family, and 
{o much the ſtronger Obligation nor to- 
degenerate from them : Bur uſhewsra- 
ther what ſuch a Man ſhould be, then 
what he is; and, toa Perſon that is-not 
Virtuous, doth prove a Prejudice ra- 
ther then an advantage. . 

Secondly, Sometimes 'tis uſed to fig- 
nifie, T ztles of Place and Dignity,” ac- 
cording to-the. various orders: and de- 
orees of Nobility in ſeveral Nations : 
But, this kind of Honor depending meer- 
ly upon the Princes Favour; muſt there- 


fore be wholly extrinſical, and: conſe- 
quently can have nomore due to it, then- 
a meer External. reſpect, Such: perſons. 
may challenge from us, that we ſhould: 
give them their due Titles, and demeane- 
our. ſelves towards'them with that. Ob- 
tad. | ſervance: 
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ſeryance and Ceremony as becomes their 
Quality : But then, as to inward eſteem 
and affection, they can demand no great- 
er a ſhare of this, then according astheir 
real worth and virtue ſhall require. The 
Royal Stampe upon any kind of ertal, 
may be ſufficientto give itan Extrinſich 
_ value, and to determine the Rate at 
which it 15 to paſs amongſt Coynes, but 
it cannot give an Intrinfick value, or 
make that which 1s but Braſs to be 
Gold.. 5 KO 

-- *Tis trueindeed, |there-are ſome Cal- 
lings and Relations of Men, to whom an 
Inward Venerationis due, though'the 
Perſons themſelves ſhould: nothe. Virtu- 
ous ; Namely, Mag:ftrates, and Azi- 
nifters, and Parents, and\ Benefattors,, 
. who , having. ſomewhat (of. a Divine 
Stampe and; Impreſs pon them may 
therefore challenge from us ,:that we 
{hould-demeane our'felves towardsthem; 
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both with ſuch an Outward Reſpect, as 


may become their Places, ' and with ſuch 
an Inward Reſped too, as may be ſutable 
to that [mage which they bear , our 
- dependance- upon them , and Obligati- 
_ 07, to them. But then, we cannot be Qb- 
liged to think ſuch Perſons Good Men, 
unleſs we have ſome Evidence to believe 
them to be ſo, or at leaſt, not td be other- 


wiſe; So that they are beholding to 


ſomething extrinſical to their Perſons , 


namely, to their Callings and Relations, 
for that Honor which is paid to them. 
Thirdly, The word Honor 1s ſometimes 
uſed' for that Eſteem! and Reputation 
which a Man hath in the World, eſpe- 
cially amongſt Vertuous Perſons ; ac- 
cording to which ſence "tis defin'd by 
Tully to: be Conſentiens Laus bonorum, the 
Concurrent Approbation of Good Men; 
when thoſe, who are beſt able to Judge 
of real worth, ſhall both think and | peak 
| Bo; 7 B well 


Toxſcal. 
Q. 2. 


Cann + ANC Ae ; abode + ne My 


: ret, va w__ #2 1 14 EY) AER Gp ADB I aob, i; dee » - P 
ws) © ah AA EE cs rs lor we at LAS? yk $f 2 >.2k ' | uo oben ER es, 5 
% ths : ; Y | 4 _—_ 
* KY 
4 bY 
m5 
-v 


< - wwtte too 


ut HOI Gt db ted. Oat OG al RESI BS ee tht ADE ts rt IS I Ba BREE Toros an EO AE 
o Wa 4 PASO 4 2 ov 
« of Dn, "Wu old 1 * 3, . : . : p OY a [1 * - — = _ G = > 
Fa * : Z F 3 y RR Fr FOR - 
7 - 
- 


3 Cor. 0. 


I5. 


well of others, 

of them. 
the moſt proper notion of the words) it 
is one of the. greatelt bleſ{sings that this 
World can afford; much to be preferrred 
before Riches, or Pleaſures, or Life it 
ſelf. Agood Name israther to be choſen 
than great Riches, and lowing kindneſs, ra- 
ther than Silver ar Gold, Prov.22.1. One 
that is a Generons, Virtuous Man, will 
chooſe to dye, rather than do any thing , 
that may expoſe him to Infamy : Sr. 
Paul oy of wa ryien It were better 
for me to dye, than that any ſhould make my 
— void. There have: Cee 
Wiſe Men, who have neglected and re- 
refuſed that other kind of Honor,confiſt- 
ing in Fitles of Dignity, as conceiving 
more of Burden and 'T empration in it, 
than ofreat Advantage ; But, no Man, 
in his Wits, did ever deſpiſe a good 


Name, unleſs {ſuch profligate dillolute 
| Wretches,, 
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Wretches, as did atther deſpair of, er 
reſolve againſt, doing any thing , that 
might delerveit. "T's not caſie toreck- 
on up the many Advantages thatbelong 
to this kind of Honor : * Tis Power, ina- 
bling a Man to do things great and wor- 
thy, to be uſeful to his Friends and 
his Country : 'Tis Safety, and doth give 
a Man iuch an intereſt in the eſteem 
and affection of others, as will make them 
concern'd for his Welfare, ready to 
ſtand by him and aſsiſt him in any kind 
of Danger; which are ſo-great Adyan- 
rapes, that whoſocyerſhall wilfully neg- 


contemptible. 


Having thus Explained the proper 


Notion of - Honor, | proceed inthe next 


lace to Prove,that Religion and'Virtue 


isthe only meanesfor the attaining of it : 
This I ſhall endeavour todo by T:fime- 


ny, and by Reaſon, and by Experiehce , 
B 2 which 
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which are all the kinds of Arguments, 
that ſuch. matters are capable of. 

Firſt, By Teſtimony. The Scripture 
doth abound in divers Afﬀertions and 
Promiſes to this purpoſe : Such as' are 
Religious, are ſtiled the Excellent of the 
Earth, Plal: 16. 3. and ſaid ta be more 
© Cp.r2, excellent than their N{eighbours , Prov, »þ 
- 26. 4+. 17427, They are Gods peculiar Treaſure. 

9s. The dearly beloved of his Soul. He ſets 
4 * apart the Man that is Godly for him- 

Perem 12. n, 2s 

i elf. Though ſuch perſons may be-byr 

7/43 low,as to their outward Condition; be- 

10g put to wander up and down in Sheep-  +|- 

»kins and, Goat-Shins, Peing HE AS 

flifted,tormented,ſeeking forrefuge,in,De- 

. farts and Mountains, in Dens, and ( aves 

"= of: the Barth, yet may: they , 'upon-the 
account of, Religion, be of-ſuch an ex- 
cellent; value, that-in the Judgement.of = 
the Haly Grhoſt, The whole World is not 
worthy of themg/Heb, 14. 37,38 
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. The Wile-man ſpeaking of Religion, 
ſaith, that it ſhall be-awornament of Grace : 
to thy head, and as a chain about thy neck, 
Exalt her, and ſhe ſhall promote thee; and CM1.48. 
bring thee to honor,” She ſhall give to thy © 
head an ornament of grace, and a (;rown of 
glory. God hath engaged himſelf by Pro- 
miſe to thoſe that are Religious, that-be 
will ſet them: above other N ations ;'* they 
hall be made-the Head, and not the T ayle, 
Deue. 28. 134 Heihath ſaid, : Thoſe 7own. 12: 
that ' honor, me; T: will honor ;1 1 Sam, 25 ** 
30... And'certainly;he, who is the King 
of Kings, muſt needs be the Fountain of 
Honor,. andiable. to difpoſe- of it.as Ho - 
pleaſes. of a=ds 407 er Rong 1 
Burt, becauſe ſuch: perſons, as are yo 
friends:toReligion;may have burwiſmall 
elteem- tor the ' Authority of Scripture- 
> Therefore to theſe I would ſuggeſt the 
concurrent 'Opinion'of Wiſe Men in all 
former Ages. T hough the antient Ph:- 
lofophers 
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loſophers were divided into various Seats, 


and difter'd very much from one another 


in ſeveral Opinions; yet, in this,they have 
all agreed , that Honor is due only to 
Vircue, and doth not properly belong to 
any thing elſe. It vokld be tedious to 
enumeratethe ſeyeral ſayings to this pur- 
poſe, out of Plato, Ariſtotle, Tully, Seneca, 
and the other Antients : And certainly, 
that Man muſt needs have a very ex- 


travagant concett of -his own Abilites , 


who dares prefer his private Opinion;be- 
fore the General Conſent of Wile Men 
in former 'Ages, ſuch as: have been 
counted the-greateſt Maſters of Reaſon, 
and moſt eminent for their Knowledge 
and their Wildome. Eo 2Ty 
Secondly , 1 procced in the next place 
to confirmethis by the Principles of Rea- 


/on, ThatReligion -and Virtue 3s-the 


cauſe of Honor.) Þhere may be: a two- 
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£1d cauſe of vn 
Natural. 


That is - id to be the Moral cauſe; 
which deth diſpole a Man to ſach a: 
Condition, upon the Account of Fitneſs. 
and Deſert, oh; in this ſence Honor is the: 
Reward of Vi the \ There is an equita- 
ity, 
that good Men ſhould. be loved et 
eſteemed, and. vitiqus: Men expoſed to- 


ſhame = As Snow:in; Summer, and as Rain: 
in Harveſt, fois Honor unſutable. for- a 


Fool, Prov. 26. 1.) 'The intermixing of 


Winter and Summer, would notcaule a: 
atural World; . 


oreater diſorder in the NC 
_ the croſs diſpoſal of: Honor Shar" 193g 
tempt, would inthe: /Aorat: Wald: 
And hence 1s1t ;.that the Lawesofr) all 
Nations-and Grecian bank hee 


cas a point. of: Policy, toexcnethieirSub-. 
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jeas unto Virtuous and worthy Ai- 
ons, by this Motive of Honor, and to de- 
terr ns from Vitious Courſes , by the 


conſideration of the ſhame and Contempt 


whichbelongs to them, 


Thatis faidto be the N(aturalcauſe of a 


thing, which doth by its own immediate 


efficacy produce the effect ; and in this 
ſence. likewiſe 1s Virtue the cauſe of Ho- 
nor. © The Fire doth not more naturally 
var heat , than Goodneſs doth 


ove and Eſteem; Which will ap- 
pear very«plain;'if/ © conſider , "Tia 


Inward Honouring 1s nothing elle, but. 


the Believing a Man to. be Wo! thy and 
Vartuous;: andthe. Teſtifying; this by 
our'W, ordeand Actions is Outward Ho- 
nouring. Now; hothing can be more 


| dviddde TOW that thebelt means for one 


ts bethought g 6od;isto beſo,-11-/] |1/ 
"AA "voted excell.inStrength, Beaiu- 


; w2 Riches; Learning, Wi, which -are 


all 
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all commendable things, and will contri- 
bute toa Mans eſteem ; Bur, if we ap- 
prehend {uch a one to be notoriouſly Vi- 
tious, This eſteem will not be accompa- 
nied with Love, but with Fear, Hate.and 


Envy; becauſe ſuch a one hath by theſe. 


things ſo much the greater advantage of 
doing Miſchief in the World : Where- 
as on the other ſide, though a Man 
ſhould be deſtitute of all theſe other ad- 
vantages, without any Nobility in his 
Anceſtors , but of a {mall Eſtate, a low 
Condition ; yet, if we believe him to be 


a truly:Virtuous Man, it cannot be, but - 


that we mult pay a Veneration to him. 
All things whatſoever have ſome Na- 
tural Standard, - whereby the Goodneſs 


of them is to be Meaſured ; namely, 
their ſutableneſs unto that chief end, for 


which they are deſigned. We do not 
therefore account. a Ship to be good, be. 
caule 'ris curiouſly painted and gilded, 
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or carved and inlayed , but becauſe *tis 


fitted for all the purpoſes of Navigation, 
which is,the proper end and uſe of a Ship: 
Nor do we therefore account a Sword to 


be good, becauſe it hath a rich Hil, and 


an Embroidered Scabbard, but becauſe 
it 1s fit for the proper ule of a Sword, 
which isto cut: They are the compa- 
riſons of Seneca , ſpeaking of this Sub- 
jet; In homine quoque, nihil ad rem per- 
tinet, quantum aret, quantum feneret, a 
quam mult ſalutetur, CC. ſed quam bonus 


fee. It ſhould beſo likewiſe in our eſteem 


of Men, who arenot ſomuchto be ya- 
lued by the Grandeur of their Eſtates or 
Titles, as by their inward goodneſs. 
Every Man 1s en. with a Natu- 
ral principle, inclining him to a ſtate of 
Happineſs, and hath in ſome meaſure, 
both an Ability to judge of, and a free- 
dome.and liberty for applying himſelf 
unto, thoſe Duties, which are the proper 
meanes 
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meanes for the promoting of .this end: 
And this being the peculiar difference of 
the Humane Nature , therefare a man 
1s not upon any other accqunt to be juſt- 
ly praiſed or.blamed, bue according to 
the right or wrong ule of this natural li. 
berty; And conſequently as a Man 
doth find, either in himſelf or others, a 
conſtant and firm reſolution, to make a 
right uſe of this., ſo ſhould he propor- 
tion his eſteem accordingly ; Preferring 
this Inward Greatneſs , this Rectitude of 
Mind, whereby a Man. 1s reſolyed in 
every condition to do that which ſhall 
appear to be his Duty, before any Ex- 
ternal Greatneſs whatſoever. 

There are ewo kind of Virtues a- 
mongſt all the reſt, which are by Gene- 
ral conſent eſteemed Venerable, and 
ſuch as do advance the Reputation of 
thoſe who are. endowed with them ; 
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Becauſe they have a more intrinfick 
riſe, and do leſs depend upon External 
adyantages, but ſeem rather to be rooted 
in the Inward Frame and Temper of 
Mind ; and withal, are moſt beneficial 
both to our Selves and Others: The. 


| former ſignifying a Man to have thoſe 


Intellenal Abilities, which are proper to 
his kind, whereby the Humane Nature 
is to be diſtinguiſhed from other things : 
T he other, becauſe it argues a Rectitude 
in the Will, and a Power to ſubdue the 
Paſsion of Fear, which is moſt natural 
to our preſent ſtate of Infirmity ; and 


withal doth ſupport a Managainſt Dif. 


 ficulties, and 1nable for thole two: Servi- 


ces, of Doing and Suffering as he ought. 
And, forthis Reaſon, the Vices that are 
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oppoſite to theſe, are amongſt all others 
counted the moſt ſhameful; There be- 
ing no greater Reproach to be caſt upon 
any one, then to be eſteemed a Fool,or a 
Coward. 

Now a Man that is Irreligious can- 
not juſtly pretend to either of thele 


Virtues. 


- 1, ForWiſdome. This is ſo eſſential 
ro Religion, that in the Scripture-phraſle 
(eſpecially in the Writings of David and 
Solomon) they both go under the ſame 
Name, and there is very good reaſon 
why it ſhould be ſo; becauſe there is 
ſuch an intimate agreement between the 
Natures of them: The Philoſopher 
doth define Wildome to conſiſt in an 
ability and inclination, to make choice of 
the right Meanes in: the proſecution of 
our true End. And nothing can inable 
a Man for this but Religion , both as 
to the Subordinate End of 7 emporal Hap- 

cxrgtacontdcantare Bees.) _ | 
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pineſsin this World , but chiefly with re- 
ſpect to that greatand Supreme End of E- 
ternal Happinels in the World to come. 

2. And then for, Courage, 'Tis not 


poſsible for a Man to be truly Valiant, 


unleſs he be withall cruly Religious: He 
may be bold and daring, and able (ina 
fearleſs manner) to ruſh upon any dan- 
ger , but then he muſt ſtifle his Rea- 
ſon from conſidering what the Conle- 
quences of things may be, what ſhall 
become. of him hereafter , if he ſhould 
miſcarry. There being no man what- 
ſoever {o totally free from the Appre- 
henſions of a future ſtate, bur thar 
when he 1s ſerious and conſiderate, he 
muſt be ſtartled with Doubts and Feares 
concerning 1t.:. 50. that there cannot be 
any rational, ledate, deliberate courage , 
but only in ſuch, as have ſome: good 


hopes of a better Eſtate in «the other. 
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World And, *tis Religion only that 


can inable-a Man for this. 
3, 1 proceedto the Third kind of Ar- 


2ument to this purpoſe, from Experience . 


By which, I mean that Practical Know-- 


ledge, which every man may attain by 
his own Obſervation of the uſual courſe 


of things in the World : And, by this, 


it will appear, that no kind of perſons. 


have been more highly Reyerenced in 
the Hearts and Conſciences of others, 
then thoſe that have been moſt eminent 


for their Virtue and Religion ; which. 


hath been alwayes true, both with reſpect 
to Publick Communities, and Private 
Perſons. 

_ Firſt, For Nations; It we conſule 
the Stories of former times,” we {ſhall 
find that ſaying of Solomon conſtantly 
verified, That Righteouſneſs doth exalr a 
Nation, but Sin doth prove a reproach 
toit ; And more eſpecially the ſin of Ir- 


. religion; 
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religion and Prophaneſs; As this doth 
increaſe in RE 4 ſo muſt the Ho- 
norand Reputation of that Nation de- 
creale. The Roman Empire was then 
at the higheſt, as to 1ts Name and Great- 
neſs, when 1t was ſo as to its Virtue; when 
they were moſt punctual in obſerying 
the Rites of their Religion, ( though 
that were a falſe way of Worſhip, moſt 
Heroical in their Juſtice, Courage, Fi- 
delity, Gratitude ; then 1t was that they 
delerv'd to Govern the World, and to be 
had in greateſt Honor above all other 
Nations : And notonly Tully and Poly- 
bius, two Heathen Writers, who, upon 
that Account, might be thought more 
partial ; But St, Auitin allo and Laftan- 
tizs, two of the Fathers, do aſcribe the 
flouriſhing of that Empire, when it' was 
at its height, tothe Religion, and Piety, 
and Vertue of thoſe times; And, as 
they did afterward degenerate from this, 


ſo 


before cho KING, 


4 ſadidthey: decline likeyiſe ttt their Grear: 
- nelsand Honor. .: 
: |  +-2+;1:F bf + alls:ibach: ir We —_— 
particular perſons; Amongſt the Hen- 
then ,,, What Elogies doi we figd in-:the 
| Honor of Socrates, ” eriftide, ato, Epited 
| tus; Thelatter of which, though bue 
* b& a. poor Slave, had yet ſuch a. Veneration 
paid to. his-Memory, :that his Earthen 
| Lampe by which he was want to:Study , 
| was, after his Death , fold for zooe 


Drachms, 
Nor was it otherwiſe ardotnlk; the 


Chriſtians; The Apoſiles were: but poor 
Fiſhermen, Wliterate Mechanicks ;: vi 
nyof the Margrrs werent of meancon 
dition, much:Oppoſed and Perſecuted in 
the World; And yet/theleMen,during 


the; time of:thgir; lives; werethighly Re- 
verencedamongft thoſethatknewthem: 


and ſince their. Deaths;] what can be 
mire Clerious then that Renown which 
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they have amongſt Men , when the 
oreateſt Kings and Princes will not men- 
cion/their- Names without Reverence ; 
when whole Nations are willing to ſet 
apart, and to'obſerve Solemne Dayes and 
Feſtivals: mm) Honor" of 'their  Memo- 
Fries. "af 4d {7 

And, as it hath alwayes been thus 
formerly , fo: appeale to every mans 
breaſt, whether it be not ſo now; Let 
them but examin, whattheir Inclinations 
are towards ſuch Perſons, whom they 
believe tobe truly. Virtaons : © 1. Not on- 
ly to ſuch amongſt them as are their par- 


 eicular; Aequantance and: Friends, but 


likewiſe to. Strunpery; nay'to very Ene- 
mies;\'whether they- do not- eſteem, and 
lovethem;/andwill welbtothem. - -, 

] fhalfcraverleave toifpeak briefly. to 
two Qbjettions,thatmay bemade, againſt 
what] have been Proving. 
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þ IT. The Scrix ure: faith (ſpeaking 
of good Men ge that the Wort: [hall re- 
vile and perſecure them, and ſpeakall man- 


ner - evil againſt them ; Qur Saviour 


himſelf was deſpiſed and-rejetedof Aden. 
And his Apoſtles were uſed as the rub- 
biſh and off -ſcouring of all things. | 
. 'To theſe rwothings may be ſaid by 
way of Anſwer. | | 
Firſt, It cannot otherwiſe be expected, 
but that when a New Religion 1s to be 
ſetup, men muſt be gy concern'd in 
their oppoſing of it, and of thoſe that pro- 
mote it: And the fore-cited Texts do 
particularly relate tothis very cale; when 
Ghriſtianity was firſt introduced 1nto the 
World,: and to be propagated by the 
Sufferings of thoſe: that :/Profeſted- it; 
which being an exempt caſe, andnot ac- 
cording to the uſual courſe of things, 
therefore theſe Texts are not equally, ap- 
licable-to other-I imes and Places, when 
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and wherg the True: Religion bath ob. 
tained; and) Kings prove Nurſing Fa- 
thers to it. © - 

Secondly, Thoſe thatknew our Savi- 
ourand his Followers, \did highly Honor 
them: And,asfor others that were 18n0- 
rant of them, and not lutficiently convin- 
ced. of as goodneſs, 'tis no wonder 
that they uſed them accordingly. The 
molt vitious perſon that 1s, if. he doth 
either know, or have reaſon Oo think ano- 
ther to be Virtuous, muſt of neceſsity pay 
tohiman Inward Reverence ; Becauſe 
'tis not in any mans power, {o "I of- 
ter violence to his own Faculties, as to be- 
eve any thing / againſt hs Evidence. 

'Tis true indeed, men have a, greater 
power. over their W ords and Arons, then 
they have over their Beliefe; and there- 
fore they may call, and uſe ſuch a one as 
they pleaſe, they may revile, and perſe- 
cute 6 5:0 'And,in hs ſence, Honor eſti 
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Ko , Ca , »- v . > "7 F NE p a 
Ss "by 2 AM” » | F- X3% *% a, 4 ho oY my = : POS 2 : ">. ag wy ”. 8 . . * 
- E \ = a oV ty - wad \ " 0 bi Pay". i WW S =P _ MS FN 7 S 
"ab? . "> 4 - "o 
- 4 " 
- k »- 
—C CINE - "A '» : 4 
_— —— _— he. ds 
- 
- "0 
Re ; , P 
0! L JL LL "NJ 
. 


———— e  R 


— 


honorante. :' But, even-in fo doing, they 
ſeem to-pay a Veneration to Relipron it 
ſelf, whil'lt they are fain to diſguiſe it, un- 
der the Names of Hypocriſie, Hereſie, 
Superſtition, thereby to juſtifie. them- 
ſelyes 1ntheir oppoſing of 1t. 1: 

IT. It appears by the Experience of 
all Ages, that Vitious Men are fome- | 
times had in Honor, | 

To this it may be Anſwer'd. 

1. External Honor 'may be due to | 
them. | 

' 2. Internal Honor may be given to li 
them,by ſuch as do not know them, The 
meer Opinion of being Virtuous, muſt 
of neceſsity have the ſame advantage in F 
this reſpe&t, with Real Goodneſs : The | 
main difference is, that itisnotlike tolaſt; 
"oh becauſe it 1s almoſt Morally impoſsible, 

” fora Man,whodothonly diflemble Vir- | 
.tue,to ſtandalways upon ſo ſtrict a guard, 

as not to be diſcover'd, If it be ſaid, that 
I ER 
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men, who are Notoriouſly Vitious, are 
ſometimes applauded, and Cry'd-Up for 
their Vertue; Itmay be Anſwer'd, That 
this cannot beſo truly ſtiled Honoring, as 
Flattering, The proper Notionof which 
doth conſiſt in giving undue Commen- 
dations ; Nor, will any contribute to it, 
- but vile Sycophants , the worſt kind of 
Enemies, and the moſt Incompetent 
Judges of real worth : Such only being 
fit togivetrue Praiſe, who are themſelves 
Praiſe-worthy. I 
| Now, if this be the true ſtate of the 
Caſe I have been ſpeaking to; Thatthe 
generality of Wile and Conſiderate - 
Men, in all former times, have atteſted to 
this Trath, 1f the Reaſon of the thing 
require thatit muſt beſo; And,if it ap- 
pear accordingly from Common Expe- 
ritence to be {o ; If the moſt Material 
Obxations againſtit, may be ſo plainly, 
and fully ſatisfied , then there can be no 
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ſufficient Reaſon to doubt,of the truth of 
this Propoſition - That Religion and 


2 
is | Vercue 1s the moſt proper meanes to pro- 


mote the Intereſt of Honor , which 1s 
the thing | was to prove. 
[ ſhall craveleave to ſuggeſt two things 
by way of Application, and I have done; 
Firſt, This may convince men of 
Folly, who ſeek for Honor by anyother 
Meanes. The great Inſtances which 
are commonly given, of Mens being 
Fooles , 1s, from their Chuſing- ſuck 
Meanes, as are altogether- inſuffictene 
for the End they Deſign: As the en- 
deavouring tomake a Blackamore White 
by waſhing of -him; &c. But; the uſing 
| of ſuch Meanes, as are not only inſuffi- 
cient for, but oppoſite unto, and Deftru- 
Qive of the End they Propoſe; this'is's 
degree above Folly, aud'may* be "tiled 
eM adneſs : *Fis-as if a Man ſhould: 
run: into the- Water to dry himl{clf, .and 
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©  into'the Fire to coole hinfelt ; Andy yet 


this is. the Caſe of many Men. in the. 
World, who propoſe to themſelves ſuch 


Comte: for the Promoting of their Ho. 


n0r, as are molt Deſtructive of it ; name- 
ly, Prophanels, and Contempt of Religi- 
on, Deſpiſing that whicl' other Men 
ſtand in Awe of ; by which they think 
to pet the Reputation of Wit, andof 
Courage , Of We, by pretending to. pe- 
netrate more deeply i into the Nature. of 
things, .and. to, underſtand) them better 
then others do; not to be ſo cafily impo- 
ſedu PQ, As other Credulous People are. 
Ofinrer e,. by their not. being ſo eaſily 
| {caredar 5. Apprehenſign of. Hanger: at 

a diſtance. | 
Bur,he Plain Truth. i is, ſuch Perſons 
do: hereby. prove themſelyes e9 be. both 
Fookes Ef, wards, FN 


Fooles, In miſtaking heir Arcat | =5i 


falls, in making chaice of fuch meanes, as 
can 
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can never ote the End they Deſfien- 
There eh ho kind of on: & 
more expoted (whatſoever they them- 
ſelves may think of tt) to- Publick In- 
famy and Hatred, than thoſe that ſeek 
for Credit by cM of Religion. 


Fools, in venturing their future Eflates 


and their Souls, upon ſuch hazards, as 
"all Mankind'' would Cry-out-upon 


for the moſt Palpable Folly and Mad- 


| neſs, if they ſhould do the like , to- 


wards'their Temporal Eſtates, or their 
Bodres. E 
(onards, In being more afraid of 
little Dangers, becauſe they are preſent , 
than of greater, becauſethey are fature, 
and at a diſtance: As thatSoldier, who 
doth more dread the preſent danger of 
Fighting, when he is oblig'd to it, than 
the future danger of ſuffering Martial 
Law for runing away, may juſtly be 
f z eſteemed 
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efteemed a notorious Coward ; So may 
that Man who 1s more afraid of a- pre- 
ſent inconvenience, by incurring the pre- 
judice and diſpleaſure of his looſe Com- 


anions, to whom he would be accepta- 


| ble, than of a future Miſchief from the 


Judgement of Cod. 

No Man will eſteem another to. be 
truly: Valiant , becauſe he is not afraid 
to do' ſuch vile unworthy things as will 
expole him-to the diſpleaſure and puniſh- 
ment of the Civil Magiſtrate ; Much leſs 
ſhould he be ſo Accounted, for daring 
to do ſuch things, as will in the iſſue ex- 
pole him to Divine Vengeance. 

For Men-of no real worth toexpectthe 
eſteem and afteRtion of others, as it is very. 
unequal on their parts. , requiring Brick 
without Straw; So neither is it Lawful.nor 
Poſnble for others toallow it them : Not 
Lawful, becauſe it isas well a mans duty 
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to. contemn_#. vile Perſon, 25: to--Hohor LL. 
thoſe that fear the- Lord. Not \Poſsi- 
ble, becauſe men muſt neceſſarily Judge 
according to the moſt:;prevailing Evi- 
dence; nor can they eſteem ſuch a one 
to be worthy, whom they know to be. 
otherwiſe, any more than they can. be- 
lieve > to be'White and Streight, 
which they ſce is Black and Crook- 
ed, :- 

Secondly, If theſe :things be ſo, it 
will hence follow, that men who have 
any Sence of Honor {hould, by theſe 
conſiderations; be excited: to:a Love of 
that: which is the only Meanes to it, 
namely, Religion and YVertue. T hoſe of 
Slaviſh Sordid Spirits, may be more ea- 
ily. perſwaded by the conſideration. of 

Game; But, no eAMozive can be more 
powerful with Noble and Generous 
Admaes, than that of Honor, Thar man 
| E 2 takes 
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takes very ill meaſures of things,who doth 
not make it one of his principal cares to 


keep his Name unſpotted ; It being no 


eafie matter to recover a Forfeited Re- 
putation, WEL 
.. Snch Profligate Wretches , as are 


without any ſence of Honor or Shame, 


may juſtly be eſteemed the Publick 
Peſts and Miſchiefs of Mankind, and 


ſuch as ought to. be Baniſhed from a- 
monegſt them, as being the Common 
Enemies to Government and' Socie- 
ties. 0 : 

Ofall ſorts of Men, there lies a peculi- 
ar Obligation upen them that arein Pub- 


lick Places, to.preſerve their Rcputations- 


clear and without blemiſh: A Private 


Perſon 1s not ſo much concern'd to look 


after Publick Fame, as that Man 1s, who- 


15 ingag'd in Publick Imployment. He, 
that can abundantly latisfie himſelf, with 
| the 
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the Conſcience of well. FI while he 
is in a Prrvate Station, if once he be called 
to any ſuch Imployment, where he muſt 
be Liſeful to others by his Authority; Tis 
moſt firting then, that he ſhould ſeek the 
Aid of Opinion, and Publick Eſteem, be- 
caule 'tis this which Rules the World , | 


and Stamps upon Things the Rates at 
: which they are to pals. 


There 15 nothing in this World that 
we can Propoſe to our ſelves of great- 
er benefit, than the Love and Eſteem 
of Good Men; I have ſhewed before 
that it 1s Power , 'tis Safety: And be- 
ſides all the Advantages which we have 


by it whilſt we live, 'tis one of thoſe 


things, that will abide after us, when 
we are gone out of this World, And.. 


for that reaſon a ſpecial regard 15 to- 


be had to It: And, the- more Wile 


any'Man is, the more Care will he: 


take: 
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A Snin'y preached, &e.,. 


rake; to- tranſmit: bh; Grateful, Viaay 
-- of hicdſelf to./ ature. "Times" 2 
_ Hinee- he: muſt .be Spoken! of Mon = Sg 
_— ; he will take Care: that he © 
be well Spoken of, that his Name may 
C' 26 radia Ointment, leaving-a 
"Fe Perfime behind: it; _ Men may 
- Re up at the menition 0 ; ntl call 
Shim bleſſed. | 3 
Tfhallhur up all: th tha Afi ea 
cnt Exhorcation: of: he cloquene Anoſ 
Phil 4.8. Finally Brethren , wh 
ver. things - are Fandrale; wharf | 
things are Lovely; -whasſoever thi 
8-4 g00d- Report , "If ithere be any Vere 
- ky be any Praiſe, 3 > los [e 
And the: Peace, of -God, whit 
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